
Brian Swanson is Chair of the firm’s Technology Transactions Practice Group and a Partner in the Life
Sciences Practice Group. Brian has more than 25 years of experience counseling clients, both in
private practice and as in-house counsel, with a focus on the life sciences and technology industries.
He uses the combination of that experience and his extensive knowledge of the industries in which his
clients operate to provide efficient and tailored solutions that meet both the needs of his clients and
the requirements of the environments in which they operate.

Brian advises clients on transactions engaged in by the full range of business functions within a
company, including business and corporate development, research and development, manufacturing,
purchasing and supply, and sales and distribution. Brian also has significant experience representing
medical device, biotechnology and pharmaceutical companies and related vendors and service
providers on transactions and issues specific to such clients, such as collaboration and licensing
agreements, feasibility and evaluation agreements, CRO, CMO and CDMO agreements, sponsored
research agreements, University licensing, laboratory services agreements, clinical trial agreements,
and GPO agreements.

Prior to joining VLP, Brian founded his own successful private practice, which experience provided him
with valuable insights into the issues faced by his start-up clients. Prior to that, Brian served as Vice
President, Legal Affairs for Neoforma.com, where he oversaw all legal matters, and as Senior
Corporate Counsel for Varian Medical Systems, Inc., where he managed a wide range of legal
matters, focusing on acquisitions, collaboration and partnering arrangements and sales and R&D
related transactions. Brian spent the first five years of his legal career at Shearman & Sterling, a
leading international law firm. Brian received his bachelor’s degree in economics modified with
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engineering from Dartmouth College and his law degree from University of Minnesota, where he
graduated Magna Cum Laude and was a member the Order of the Coif and a managing editor of the
Minnesota Law Review.
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Education

J.D., University of Minnesota Law School, 1994, Law Review and Order of the Coif

B.A., Dartmouth College, 1988

Speaking Engagements

Software in the Cloud, VLP Webinar with Melody Torbati, 2014

Blog Posts

Key Considerations for Product Companies Considering International Expansion – A Blog
Post by Brian Swanson
(Aug 1, 2024)



The Importance of Establishing a Policy on the Use of AI Within Your Organization - A Blog
Post by Brian Swanson
(Sep 29, 2023)



Potential Pitfalls in Entering into NDAs – a Blog Post by Brian Swanson
(Sep 18, 2023)



Five Things Every Entrepreneur Should Do Right Away: Protecting Intellectual Property
Rights
(May 8, 2017)
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