
 

 

VLP Law Group LLP Welcomes Noted Attorneys Carl Spataro and Whit Bissell  

Palo Alto, CA (August 9, 2011) – VLP Law Group LLP is very pleased to announce the 

expansion of its Corporate practice with the addition of Carl Spataro and Whit Bissell to 

its partnership. 

Mr. Spataro previously served as General Counsel for SafeCentral, Inc., a leading 

developer of anti-malware software and secure online session technologies, where he 

oversaw all of the company’s legal issues, including the negotiation of multiple complex 

licensing and distribution agreements with Fortune 100 companies, such as Microsoft, 

Google, and McAfee.    

Mr. Bissell joins VLP from the San Francisco office of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 

Rosati, where his corporate and securities practice focused on start-up and growth 

technology companies, as well as their investors and management, across a range of 

industries. His clients included private companies at all stages of development, venture 

capital funds, individual investors, and both new and seasoned entrepreneurs.   

“The addition of Carl and Whit strengthens our Corporate and Emerging Companies 

practice, providing VLP with further depth in these areas,” stated Geoff Willard, chair of 

the firm’s Corporate practice group.  “Whit and Carl are great attorneys and their 

entrepreneurial approach to the practice of law makes them a great fit for VLP.  I am 

also happy to see our reach expand to new geographical areas.” 

Mr. Spataro brings more than 15 years of corporate experience to VLP.  His in-house 

experience includes serving in various executive capacities, including general counsel, 

for several privately-held and publicly traded companies.  His previous law firm 

experiences include Covington & Burling (Washington, DC), Cooley (Reston, VA) and 

Venture Law Group (Menlo Park, CA) where he practiced venture and public company 

finance, mergers and acquisitions, securities law compliance, and licensing 

transactions.  Mr. Spataro received his J.D. from Stanford Law School, earned his MBA 



 

(Executive) from Vanderbilt University, and his B.S. from the United States Naval 

Academy.  Mr. Spataro is based in Pennsylvania and is a member of the California and 

Pennsylvania bars. 

“Having served as in-house counsel for nearly half of my career, I understand a 

company’s need for affordable, practical, and timely legal services,“ said Mr. Spataro.  

“I believe that the best way to meet this need is through a client-focused practice that 

combines common sense, technology, and an affiliation of experienced professionals, 

all of which the VLP platform provides.” 

Mr. Bissell has broad transactional and corporate governance experience and has spent 

the past 13 years managing the negotiation and documentation of a wide variety of 

financing transactions, from early-stage angel and seed financings, to convertible 

bridge, venture capital, and mezzanine debt and equity investments, as well as 

mergers, acquisitions, asset sales, and other exits. He received his J.D. from the UCLA 

School of Law and his B.A. in Economics from Middlebury College.  Mr. Bissell is based 

in California and is a member of the State Bar of California. 

 “I’m very pleased to join VLP Law Group,” stated Mr. Bissell.  “VLP’s focus on using 

technology and collaborative resources provides a great opportunity to offer first rate 

legal services with great efficiency.  VLP gives many clients a new and better option 

compared to traditional large scale firms.  The business model is compelling.” 

About VLP: 

VLP is a business and transactional law firm that delivers top quality, efficient and cost-

effective legal services. Our practice reaches across many industry sectors, including 

high tech, life sciences, angel and venture capital financings, clean tech, retail, 

consumer product, commercial lending, and real estate.  We represent clients that vary 

in size from individual executives and early-stage startups to Fortune 500 companies.  

Our client base includes public and private corporations, venture capital investors, 

private equity funds, educational institutions, nonprofits, and individuals. 

 



 

VLP provides general corporate, licensing, contract, intellectual property protection and 

counseling, securities regulation, financing, real estate, employment, merger and 

acquisition, tax, and other legal services.  VLP is a geographically distributed firm of 

highly qualified attorneys with outstanding credentials and an average of over 10 years 

of experience. We have no central office, and our technology platform allows us to 

collaborate easily and to operate with a small, highly specialized staff. Our lean model 

means that we can provide sophisticated, focused services to our clients, and we can 

do it at competitive rates.  

 

For more information about VLP, visit www.vlplawgroup.com. 
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