
Based in San Francisco, Andrew D. Toebben is a Partner and former Executive Committee member of
VLP.  He previously served as Chair of the law firm’s Corporate, Securities, Emerging Growth
Companies, Venture Capital, and Mergers & Acquisitions practice groups.

Andy specializes in business law for high-tech startups, venture capitalists, entrepreneurs, and angel
investors, with a primary focus on the formation, financing, successful execution, and sale of start-ups
in San Francisco, Silicon Valley, and the greater emerging growth company marketplace.

Andy’s representation of companies spans the entire corporate life cycle, from formation to exit,
including pre-incorporation business advice, prospective investor introductions, general corporate
counseling to achieve business objectives, debt and equity financings, commercial contracts,
employment matters, mergers & acquisitions, and other day-to-day business matters relevant to
rapidly growing companies.  His clients operate and invest in the consumer internet, SaaS, fintech,
mobile, enterprise software & IT, hardware, big data, digital health, life sciences, cleantech, gaming,
food & beverage, consulting, and new media industries.

Andy also represents some of the nation’s leading venture capital and angel investors in their SAFE,
convertible bridge loan, early-stage seed and preferred stock equity investments, as well as their M&A
exits and other liquidity events.  He has structured hundreds of emerging technology businesses and
led company and investor-side transactions valued at billions of dollars.

Andy began his legal career in the Silicon Valley office of Gunderson Dettmer LLP.  In the fall of 2008,
he took a leave of absence to serve on Barack Obama’s presidential campaign.  As Deputy Director of
Voter Protection, Andy led the President’s legal efforts to protect the vote in the Commonwealth of
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Virginia, and he continues to work closely with members of the Obama administration’s leadership
team.

Andy received his law degree from the University of Virginia School of Law and his Bachelor of
Science degrees in Economics and Sociology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he
graduated with highest honors and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  During his junior year in college,
while studying economics in England, Andy played shooting guard on Cambridge University’s varsity
basketball team.  Prior to law school, Andy served as an Urban Fellow for Mayor Rudolph Giuliani in
New York City and as a Leland Fellow for the Congressional Hunger Center in Washington DC.

Andy grew up in Lawrence, Kansas.  During college and in the years soon after he lived in a Maasai
village on the Kenyan / Tanzanian border, backpacked and motorcycled throughout South America,
and couch-surfed with families in Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina.  He’s still exploring.  But today
you’re more likely to find him biking his home streets in San Francisco.  Or on foot in the Old City of
Barcelona, where he and his vibrant Catalan wife visit family, revel in Mediterranean culture, and do
their best to keep up with their two buoyant sons.  Andy remains an avid college basketball fan, and a
Jayhawk for life.

Practice Areas

Corporate

Securities & Capital Raising

Emerging Growth Companies & Venture Capital

Mergers & Acquisitions

Intellectual Property

Technology Transactions

Executive Compensation

Clean Tech & Sustainability

Web & E-commerce

Entertainment & Media

Admissions

State Bar of California

 

Education

J.D., University of Virginia School of Law, 2003, Honor Committee

B.S., Economics and Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1998, Highest Honors, Phi
Beta Kappa



Honors, Awards and Community Service

Recorder Magazine, Lawyers on the Fast Track

Board Member, Golden Hour Restoration Institute

Former Member, VLP Executive Committee



Former Chair, VLP Corporate, Securities, Emerging Growth Companies & Venture Capital
and Mergers & Acquisitions practice groups



Former Board Member, San Francisco Bicycle Coalition

Former Board Member, San Francisco Fort Mason Center

Representative Clients

AdMob (acquired by Google)

Blue Bottle Coffee (acquired by Nestlé)

Change.org

Coalition for App Fairness

CRV

Foundation Capital

GoodGuide (acquired by Underwriters Lab)

Gliffy (acquired by Rogue Wave Software)

Greenfly

Kiva

Lime

Mode Analytics

NEA

OuterSpatial

Paciolan (acquired by TicketMaster)

Pinterest (PINS; formed as Cold Brew Labs)

Pop-Up Magazine Productions (acquired by Emerson Collective)

R.R. Donnelley (25+ investments with Work-Bench)

Realtime Worlds

Ribbit (acquired by British Telecom)

Sequoia Capital

Snap Tell (acquired by Amazon)

SteelBrick (acquired by Salesforce)

Swiftype (acquired by Elastic)

Xfund (collaboration between Harvard, NEA and Breyer Capital)

Recent Publications

Andrew D. Toebben Recognized in The Recorders’ “Lawyers On The Fast Track” (Apr 10,
2012)
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